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This thesis on childhood cataract
focused on the influence of the disease
on the affected children and families. We
aimed to (1) evaluate how often those
children are examined and how often they
undergo general anesthesia, (2) examine
the families’ socio-economic status and

Key points:
• Among children with childhood cataract, there was a doubling of the
incidence of psychiatric comorbidity and a four-fold increased risk for
anxiety, even after correcting for relevant confounders.
• Children with cataract are more likely to come from socioeconomically vulnerable families.

(3) assess the children’s mental health.
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cataract is lifelong and can be stressful.
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aimed at visual and optical rehabilitation
and
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for
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complications, in addition to amblyopia
therapy with daily patching of the betterseeing eye at home. The parents are an
important and indispensable part of the
disease management.
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